History 2291: African Americans during the Age of Slavery
Fall 2009
Prof. Lawrence S. Little, Liberal Arts Center – Rm. 431; Phone: 519-4676

Office Hours: Mon., Wed., & Fri., 9:30-10:20 or by appointment

lawrence.little@villanova.edu
www.homepage.villanova.edu/lawrence.little      

Course Description and Objectives:  This course examines the development and experiences of the African American community during the age of slavery.  We will analyze the origins and development of the African slave trade, the evolution of slavery in the United States, and the development of American slave culture with an in-depth examination of the slave community, family, and religion.  We will trace the growth of the free black community and the creation of black political, social, and economic ideologies and institutions.   We will evaluate the effectiveness of the African American struggle against slavery, emphasizing slave resistance, the abolitionist movement, and the Civil War. 

Course Requirements:  There will be an in-class midterm and four 500-600 word response or position papers.  In addition, there will be a 10-12 page historiographic essay based on your analysis of the course material in a particular course theme along with at least four monographs that examine the same or similar themes.  In the essay, you should evaluate the authors’ theses, the scope of the works, the styles of presentation, the choice and relevance of the authors’ sources, and the significance of the work to African American history and historiography.  You should also critically analyze how each work challenges, supports, or supplements the arguments of the course readings.  Topics are due Friday, September 20.  Annotated bibliographies are due Monday, November 23.  Papers are due on Friday, December 4
Make-ups will only be given to those students with written excuses.  Late work will be reduced by one grade for every day late.  You will also be graded on your participation.  Active participation is defined as thoughtful contributions to class discussion that demonstrate knowledge of the readings and current topic and attentiveness to your fellow students.  Come to class prepared to engage in discussion of all reading materials for the course.

All assignments must be completed to receive a minimum passing grade.

Attendance Policy: Since you will also be graded on your participation, attendance is mandatory and we will follow the University’s policy for first year students for all members of the class.
Required Texts: 
Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom, Vol. 1
Goodheart, et. al., Slavery in American Society
McLaurin, Celia, A Slave
Grade Characteristics: 

A/A-: Excellent; shows ambition, flair; distinctive, original, and creative; superior reading of materials and critical analysis; clear, concise, and fully developed arguments; strong textual support for all points; no grammatical or organizational errors.

B+/B/B-: Good; above acceptable standards; some elements of an A; argument, not fully developed; no inaccuracies; weakness in critical analysis, grammar, and organization; no real risks in the argument.

C+/C/C-: Fair; acceptable standards; simple regurgitation of facts, little analysis; misinterpretation of texts or basic themes; major grammatical and/or organizational errors.

D+/D: Poor work; limited understanding of subject matter; deficient analysis; sloppy; unacceptable grammatical and/or organizational errors.

F: Inadequate or unsatisfactory work; serious deficiency in understanding; failure to complete all requirements.

A = 100-93

A-  = 92.5-90

B+ = 89.5-87.5



B = 87-83

B- = 82.5-80

C+ = 79.5-77.5




C = 77-73

C- = 72.5-70

D+ = 69.5-67.5



D = 67-60

F = 59.5 and below

Grade Distribution:
Midterm



20% 

10-12 page paper
30% 



Annotated Bibliography

  5%

Discussion

10%
Position papers


35%


Academic integrity: Villanova’s Policy on Academic Integrity will be adhered to strictly. Violations of these standards will not be tolerated. If you are not certain how to carry out an assignment properly, please consult with the instructor before the due date. 
Schedule of Assignments:  Complete McLaurin, Celia, A Slave by November 9.  The reading assignments are listed below.  All primary sources are located in WebCT or on the Internet (follow the link).  Be sure to read each one in full before the date listed.  You should be prepared to discuss all study guide questions.

Aug. 24-28

Unit 1: Precolonial Africa, European Contact, and Protoracism



Primary Sources: Leo Africanus, “Description of West Africa” (1550); Barbosa, A 




Description of the Coasts of East Africa and Malabar (1521); The Geography of 




Strabo, (1526); Alvarez, “The Land of Prester John” (c.1540); Sundiata: An Epic 




of Old Mali (1235)
Aug. 31-Sep. 4
Unit 2: Middle Passage: The TransAtlantic Slave Trade 




Readings: M(Bokolo, (Who Was Responsible?(; Fogel, “Slavery in the New World”
Primary Sources: Falconbridge, The African Slave Trade (1788); Equiano, “The Middle 
Passage” (1788); “A Defense of the Slave Trade,” (1740)

Sep. 9-11

Unit 3: Bondage and Freedom




Readings, Patterson, “Slavery and Social Death”; Genovese, “On Paternalism”
	Position Paper #1: What is Patterson’s thesis?  Is it sound?  Due Fri., Sep. 9


Sep. 14-18

Unit 4: The Emergence of Slavery in British North America




Readings: Morgan, “Slavery and Freedom”; Frederickson, “Origins of Racial Slavery”; 




Berlin, “Time, Space, and the Evolution of African American Society”



Primary Sources: “Runaway Indentured Servants” (1640)
Sep. 21-28

Unit 5: African American Life in Colonial America
Readings: Levine, “Slave Spirituals”; Faust, “Slave Management”

Primary Sources: “A Catechism for Slaves” (1854); Dunbar, “An Antebellum Sermon”; 
Slave Songs (w); African American Religion  (w) 
Sep. 30-Oct. 7

Unit 6: Culture and Resistance in Colonial America

Readings: Raboteau, “Conjure”; Kiple and King, “Nutrition and Nutriments”; Kulikoff, “The 
Life Cycle of Slaves”
Primary Sources: “Runaway Slave Advertisements”; Oglethorpe, “The Stono 
Rebellion” (1739); Folk Tales (w)
	Position Paper #2: What is Raboteau’s thesis?  Is it sound? Due Mon., Oct. 5


Friday, October 7 
Midterm - In-class Essay 

Oct. 11-18

Semester Recess
Oct. 19‑23

Unit 7: Age of Revolution: American Freedom



Readings:  Davis, “The Uncertain Antislavery Commitment of Thomas Jefferson”



Primary Sources: Kant, “Of National Characteristics” (1764); Paine, “African Slavery In 



“America” (1775); “Petition for Freedom” (1777)

	Position Paper #3: What is Davis’ thesis?  Is it sound? Due Fri., Oct. 23


Oct. 26‑30

Unit 8: Age of Revolution: American Slavery and Apartheid



Primary Sources: Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia (1782); Letter from Banneker 

to Jefferson (1791); Madison, “Constitutional Debates on Slavery” (1787); 





Slavery and the Constitution (w)
Nov. 2-6

Unit 8: The Domestic Slave Trade and the Expansion of the Slavocracy



Readings: Gutman, “Family Life”

Nov. 9-13

Unit 9:
Women, Stereotypes, and Slavery

Readings: “Images of Slavery: A Photographic Essay”; Fox-Genovese, “Slave Women”
Primary Sources:  Drew, The Narratives of Fugitive Slaves in Canada (1855)
	Complete McLaurin, Celia, A Slave by Nov. 9
Position Paper #4: What is McLaurin’s thesis?  Is it sound?  Due Mon., Nov. 9


Nov. 16-23

Unit 10: Free African Americans in a Slave Society
Primary Sources: Fitzhugh, Cannibals All! Or Slaves Without Masters (1857); 





“Jourdan Anderson to His Former Master” (1865)
	Annotated bibliography is due Monday, November 23


Nov. 26-30

Thanksgiving Recess 

Nov. 30-Dec. 4
Unit 11: Abolitionism: Resisting Slavery
Readings: Genovese, Slave Revolts




Primary Sources: Walker's Appeal (1830); “The Confession of Nat Turner” (1831); 




National Convention of Colored People, “Report on Abolition” (1847); Douglass, 




“Hypocrisy of
American Slavery” (1852); Slave Narratives (w)
Dec. 7-9

Unit 12: Secession, Civil War, and Emancipation

 


Readings: Foner, “Slavery and the Civil War”
Primary Sources: “South Carolina Causes of Secession” (1860); “Emancipation 
Proclamation” (1863); “Letter from a Free Black Volunteer” (1864); 13th, 14th, 

and 15th Amendments (1865-70); Retouching History (w)
Friday, Dec. 4

Papers due (no exceptions)




