History 1050
Themes in Modern World History
Fall 2009
Prof. Lawrence S. Little, Liberal Arts Center - Rm. 431; Phone: 519-4676

Office Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri., 9:30-10:20 or by appointment

lawrence.little@villanova.edu
www.homepage.villanova.edu/lawrence.little      

Graduate Instructor: Retzfellah Monroe

retzfellah.monroe@villanova.edu
Course Description and Objectives:  This course examines empire and inequality in the modern world and emphasizes the ideological, economic, political, and cultural causes and consequences of colonization from 1500 to the present.  The course places equal emphasis on the various ways that people throughout the world resisted colonial rule and oppression.

Course Requirements:  There will be an in-class midterm and final examination and three 400-500 book reviews.  The book reviews are critical reflections that relate the book in your own words to course themes. No outside research is allowed.  Each student will also write a 6-8 page research paper on an issue that the world currently faces. The paper will include a full description of the issue that places it within a historical context, a well-developed thesis that takes a position, at least two opposing perspectives, and a bibliography of at least six sources.  Topics for the paper include the following:  

· In Our Backyard: U.S. Relations with Mexico or Latin America

· Political and Economic Refugees in Europe and the U.S.

· Globalization: Who Benefits? Who Pays?

· Lifeboat Earth: Resources, Pollution, and Scarcity

· Global Conflicts and their Resolutions: Africa, Asia, or Europe

· The U.S. in the World Community: Unilateral or Allied Involvement?

· Health and Hunger on a Global Scale

· Collision Course: Religious Fundamentalism

All other topics must be approved.  The papers will be graded according to the content and aptness of your ideas and the quality and accuracy of your prose.   Make-ups will only be given to those students with written excuses. Late work will be reduced by one grade for every day late.  

You will also be graded on your participation.  Active participation is defined as thoughtful contributions to class discussion that demonstrate knowledge of the readings and current topic and attentiveness to your fellow students.  Come to class prepared to engage in discussion of all reading materials for the course.
All assignments must be completed to receive a minimum passing grade.

Friday Discussion: We will meet each Friday to discuss in greater detail the primary source materials and to review materials from the textbook and lectures.  We will get the most from these discussions, if you come to class prepared.  Thus, you should take notes on the assigned readings and be prepared to identify the main points of each reading.  You should especially be prepared to discuss the possible impact each source has had on your life.  At the beginning of each discussion session, you are to submit a 4 x 6 index card with analytical questions to facilitate the discussion. Cards will be graded on the quality of the analysis and the relevance of the questions.

Place your name and discussion date at the top of the card. Then,

1) Pose a question for discussion from the week(s readings.

2) Pose a question from the Monday lecture.

3) Do the same for the Wednesday lecture.

Required Texts:
Upshur, et.al., World History, Vol. II 
Voltaire, Candide
Achebe, Things Fall Apart
Wiesel, Night
Additional required and supplemental readings are available on the Internet and WebCT.

Grade Characteristics: 

A/A-: Excellent; shows ambition, flair; distinctive and creative; superior reading of materials and critical analysis; clear, concise, and fully developed argument; strong textual support for all points; no grammatical or organizational errors.

B+/B/B-: Good; above acceptable standards; some elements of an A; “safe” argument, not fully developed; no inaccuracies; weakness in critical analysis, grammar, and organization; no real risks in the argument.

C+/C/C-: Fair; acceptable standards; lazy regurgitation of facts, little analysis; misinterpretation of texts or basic themes; major grammatical and/or organizational errors.

D+/D: Poor work; limited understanding of subject matter; deficient analysis; sloppy; unacceptable grammatical and/or organizational errors.

F: Inadequate or unsatisfactory work; serious deficiency in understanding; failure to complete all requirements.

	A = 100-93

A-  = 92.5-90

B+ = 89.5-87.5
	B = 87-83

B- = 82.5-80

C+ = 79.5-77.5
	C = 77-73

C - = 72.5-70

D+ = 69.5-67.5
	D = 67-60

F = 59.5 and below


Grade Distribution:
	Midterm        
         


25%

Research paper


25%

Book reviews (3)


15%
	Final exam



25%

Discussion



10%


Academic integrity: Villanova’s Policy on Academic Integrity will be adhered to strictly. Violations of these standards will not be tolerated. If you are not certain how to carry out an assignment properly, please consult with the instructor before the due date. 
Attendance Policy: You will also be graded on your participation therefore attendance is mandatory and we will follow the University’s policy for first year students for all members of the class.
Learning disabilities:  It is Villanova University’s policy to make reasonable academic accommodations for qualified individuals with disabilities. This may include special arrangements for note taking, taking examinations, and so forth. If you will need such arrangements, please make an appointment with one of the instructors as soon as possible to discuss this, or consult the Office of Learning Support Services in Kennedy Hall (610-519-5636).

Schedule of Assignments
Read each assignment in full before the date listed. Readings are on electronic reserve in WebCT.  Full versions of the readings are also available on the internet.  Follow the links from this syllabus.

	Date
	Topics
	Readings

	Aug. 24
	Introduction to the course: critical reading and inquiry 
	

	26
	Europe in Transition
	Upshur, Ch. 9; 512-23; Smith, Wealth of Nations:  Book IV, Chapter II (1776)

	31
	Global Pursuit of Wealth
	Columbus’ journal (1492); Chief Luther Standing Bear

	Sep. 2
	The Islamic Empires of Asia
	Ahmed, “Islam: Roots of Misperception”

	9
	Pre-Colonial Africa and the Slave Trade
	Leo Africanus' Description of Africa (1526); Alexander Falconbridge, An Account of the Slave Trade (1788)

	14
	Colonial America
	Locke, The Second Treatise of Civil Government
(1690), Chapter 5: Of Property 

	16
	Enlightenment and Exclusion 
	Kant, Observations on the Feeling of the Beautiful and the Sublime (1764)

	Book analysis of Voltaire, Candide due Friday, Sep. 18.  What is the author’s thesis, and do you agree? Provide examples of Voltaire’s use of satire to critique social hierarchy, the church, and the state.

	21
	On the Verge of Modern
	Upshur, 593-609; Rousseau, The Social Contract, 1763; Condorcet, The Future Progress of the Human Mind

	23
	Revolution in the Atlantic World: America
	Upshur, 616-64; Paine, Common Sense (1776); “Declaration of Independence” (1776)  

	28
	Revolution in the Atlantic World: France
	Sieyes, What is the Third Estate? (1789); “Declaration of Rights of Man and the Citizen” (1789) 

	30
	Constructing Nationalism 
	Upshur, 643-45, 665-89; Mazzini, “On Nationality” (1852) 

	Oct. 2
	The Making of Industrial Society
	Upshur, 574-77; 689-702; Ure, “The Philosophy of the Manufactures” (1835); Engels: Industrial Manchester, 1844 

	7
	Women, Labor, and Reform 
	The Declaration of Sentiments (1848); Mill, “The Subjection of Women” (1869); Pankhurst, “Why are We Militant” (1913)

	Oct. 9
	Midterm Examination
	

	19
	Industrialization and Empire
	Upshur 720-48

	21
	The Mythical Markets of Asia
	Lin Zixu (Tse-Hsü), Letter of Advice to Queen Victoria (1839)

	26
	Imperialism and Resistance 
	Kipling, “The White Man's Burden” (1899) 

	28
	Dark Empire: American Imperialism
	Platform of the American Anti-​lmperialist League (1899);  (The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine (1904) 

	Book analysis of Achebe, Things Fall Apart  due Friday, Oct. 30. What is the author’s thesis and do you agree? Provide examples of how imperialists attempted to destroy political, economic, and cultural institutions in Africa.

	Nov. 2
	The Great War
	Upshur, 717-19; 749-80; Excerpt from Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front; Wilson, “14 Points” (1918)

	4
	Culture of Excess
	Upshur, 824-47; Robbins, “Wasting the Food We Have” 

	9
	Overturning Intellectual Racism 
	

	11
	Global War and the Holocaust
	Upshur 814-24, 868-887; Nuremberg Laws (1930’s); Atlantic Charter (1941)

	Book analysis of Wiesel, Night due Friday, Nov.13. What is the author’s thesis and do you agree? Provide examples of how the Nazis used anti-Semitism, industrialization, and law to create genocide.

	16
	The Cold War 
	Upshur, 887-99; Ch. 16; George Kennan’s Long Telegram (1946); NSC-68, Conclusions and Recommendations (1948)

	18
	Nationalism the Middle East
	Upshur, 785-813; Gandhi, Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule: Chapter XVII – Passive Resistance (1909) 

	23
	Decolonizing Africa
	Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (1961) 

	30
	Vietnam: America’s Longest War
	Vietnam Declaration of Independence (1945); Minh, “Letter to Truman” (1945)

	2
	National Liberation and Decolonization
	Upshur, Ch. 17

	7
	Capitalism and the Working Poor
	Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 

	9
	Review
	

	Final Examination as per the University’s Schedule


